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Bilingual or multilingual? 

 

In the last edition of the conferences from "Ciudad de las Ideas", one of the 
most anticipated presentations was that of Jared Diamond, winner of the 
Pulitzer perm and professor of geography at the University of California. 

How important is to learn a language other than our mother tongue? 
What are the benefits beyond the obvious, to learn different languages? 

Speaking of languages, Diamond gave the example of the linguistic 
relationship between the people of the United States and Mexico, as in 
Mexico and its indigenous peoples. 

"Most Americans only speak one language," said Diamond, as he mentioned 
a very interesting example, where some Mexican Americans have refused to 
learn Spanish. Maybe they think it is a language that is not going to serve, or 
even because some of them come to think that speaking Spanish is "not so 
cool." 
 
The above example can also be perfectly applied in the case of Mexico, 
where young people belonging to indigenous peoples decide to stop speaking 
their languages to learn only Spanish, a language that can give them a wider 
communication, better education and a work. 

At the conference, Pulitzer Prize winner said that bilingualism is the solution. 
In addition to creating wider opportunities in the workplace, being bilingual 
reduces the chances of getting Alzheimer in the future. 

Denmark is a prosperous and economically stable country, where they speak 
Danish. It is the only country in the world where people speak this language, 
yet people are happy. Danish people learn English to communicate with 
people from other parts of the world. Danish gives them ian dentity as a 
society, while learning other languages creates bridges for the use of different 
parts of the brain that speaking only one language is not used. 

I hope after reading this post, will be inspired to learn another language. 
And it is clear that it is never too late to start ... 
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